ATTEMPTS  AT  FEDERATION  DURING   1848-9   REVOLUTION      l8l
" uneducated " peasants.1 They certainly were uneducated ; so are oppressed classes in general, and that fact is a main justification for revolutionary attempts at their emancipation ; and therefore they were an easy prey to Hapsburg or ecclesiastical (a mere synonym for Hapsburg) demagogy. But the Czech as well as the Austro-German Liberals had failed to do the only thing that could overcome the most serious threat to any Austrian revolution. They refused to support the most radical demands of the peasants which the Hapsburgs and their noble supporters could not accept without committing political suicide. Instead the Czech Liberals had a continual regard for the interests of their noble co-nationals.2 The Austro-German Democrats, unlike the German Liberals, did not favour noble connections. But they were inclined to put abstract and " educated" ideological formulas above the practical necessity of leading the uneducated peasant peoples of 1848 Austria towards a more free society, in which they might form their own opinions about the Church, the monarchy, and similar cc fundamental " issues. Disestablishment and a republican Constitution, if they were necessary, could wait in any case a few years more for their realisation ; the replacement of autocracy by a progressive and parliamentary regime, based upon the collaboration of the progressive forces within all the nationalities, could not.
From the democratic point of view such mistakes were certainly only tactical in 1848 ; they might have been corrected, if, like the Russian Revolution of 1905-6, 1848-9 had proved a mere rehearsal for another trial of strength to be fought out under approximately similar social conditions. In fact, the reborn Austrian absolutism became bankrupt within a decade, and from 1859 onwards there was a long and almost uninterrupted chain of opportunities for renewing the struggle where it had been broken off on March 4, 1849. But the tragedy was that the 1848-9 situation had been the one historic moment when inter-national agreement was possible. On. the one side, the Austrian nationalities were sufficiently developed to see and discuss the issues involved in the existence of the multi-national state in an age of democratic Liberalism ; on the other, the fundamental tenets of Liberalism still dominated the politics of influential people in all the national camps sufficiently to render an agreement on national issues possible, in the interest of liberal
1 See above, pp. 156 and 1633 and Proceedings, pp. 137 ff.
2 See note i on p. 160.